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Dated: 13-02-2018

CIRCULAR Date

Facilitating Adoption of sibtings & their separation for Adoption if it is intheir best interest.

TO

All Spccialiscd Adopition Agencies (SAAs)

At prcsent thc siblings are being placed together for adoption basecl onthc provisions of thc .Juvenile .Justice (Care and protection of chiidren) Act,
201 5 and Adoption Rcgulation, 2Ol7 .

2' There is a provision for the PAPs tcl choose siblings tor adoption.
Flowcver, thcy arc preparcd to take only two children and that too ii they
happcn to bc in thcir preferred age group which seldom is possible. It has been
obscrvcd that i1. is difficult to place siblings for adoption, espccially if thcy arcthrcc or morc in numbcr, as the parents are not preparcd to takc thc
rcsponsibilities of more than tu'o children. Siblings who are three or more in
numbcr have becn placed in the 'lmmediate Placement'category, being hard tcr
placc.

3' In carlier fcw occasions, where one of the siblings was willing 1o go in
adoption whilc thc othcr was unwilling, sibiings have been placed in acloption
after taking approval of the Relaxation Committee of CARA, in the best intcrest
of thc child. Howcvcr, this was only after receipt of request from thc pAps and
thc SAA. The above is not possible in many of the cases and the siblings
continuc to rcmain in the chiid care institutions/adoption agcncies.

4. To cnsure facilitation of siblings being placed in adoption, kceping in
mind thc bcst interest of the chiidren, the Steering Committee CARA has
dccided that thc.' decision to separate the siblings be taken on a casc to casc
basis, thc prime consideration of keeping the best interests of children shall bc
kcpt in mind as pcr Generai Principles stipulated in Section 3 o1 the .Juvenile
.Justicc (Carc and Protection of Children) Act,2015.
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5. Consent of the older children as weil as inputs from the agency/CWC
may be forwarded to the Authority considering their separation.

6. Certain considerations (not exhaustive) which may merit the
separation of siblings are as under:-

If age difference of the siblings are far apart.
If one of the siblings is a special need"s child.
If one of the siblings is unwilling to go in adoption.
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